Press cuttings from church events over time. These include the demolition of the old church.
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Civic Trust fights to
save an old church
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TIME STANDS STILL AT
LIGHTCLIFFE

AIME has come to a stand-
. still at St Matthew's
hurch, Lighteliffe. The
ationary hands of the clock
lgh up in the tower point to
velve o'clock and are

) st.a{mthat way for quite a
ng time—possibly until the
oW Vear.

Silent, too, are the bells which
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: for the quarter-h
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aole hour.
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The job of re-castin
will be carried out Jo
of Loughboroug!
the bells"—and expert
bell dismantler and hanger Mr
Fric Fowler is in charge of
seeing that the bells are lowered
safely to the ground, by means
of (_:,ham11 rope and pulley, from
their lofty perch in the 651t
high tower.
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The bells have probably never
been dismantled s A
erected when the church Wwas
built in 1875. Biggest of the bells
is the one-ton or which will
be reduced to & quarter of the
:relght. when the new peal is
ast.

For the last ten years the
daily job of winding the cum-
bersome clock mechanism has
peen done by local schoolboys
who attend the church.

The clock modernisation is
costing about £700. The ch
will use two legacies totalling
£450 and Br!ﬂlsmuse Coporation
has made a £50 grant. Money-
raising events and subscriptions
are expected to make up the full
amount. z
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| was recently going through some ‘vintage photographs’
which | have accumulated over the years. The two enclosed copies
may be of local interest to you, as they were taken sixty years ago, the
exact date being 2 August, 1960. This was the year before | started
teaching at Hipperholme Grammar School, and | was still using a rather
primitive Brownie box camera atthe time. In addition to the surviving
tower, part of the old church is visible, not long before it was
demolished. There were two severe gales in February, 1962, when some
of the windows were blown in, and of course vandals got in and caused
further damage - including that to the organ, which | believe was a
Snetzler instrument. The young man in the tower was no other than
Geoffrey Armitage, son of the much-feared George Armitage,
headmaster of the Junior School. At that time, Geoffrey was going out
with my late sister, Margaret, and he toid me he had keys for the
church and tower, so he showed me round. | understand from Bob
Horne that Geoffrey himself has also died.

The other picture shows the view from the tower in

the direction of Shelf, with the viaduct being clearly visible. John

Brooke was particularly interested in both photos.
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